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Infroduction - 1

Welcome to the nineth issue of the Virtual g

Arts Centre newsletter.

Heritage - 3 & 4
Literature & More - 5
Music — 6 & 7

Theatre and Dance - 8 &9

We continue to admire the great content
and inspiring initiatfives coming our way and
are pleased to share this new list with you.

This content is collated by British Council
arts teams in the Middle East North Africa
region and the UK, featuring interesting
virtual events and opportunities from our
partners, and arts and cultural
organisations.

Feel free to share this newsletter with your
contacts as appropriate and to send us
content from your or other organisations.

You can reach us af
VirtualArtsCentre MENA@britishcouncil.org

www.britishcouncil.org
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SAFAR From Home

This year's Safar Film Festival virtual edition, SAFAR From Home offers 5 screenings for
audiences to view online for a week, plus 5 live events over 5 evenings featuring leading
flmmaking talent from across the Arab world and the UK from 13-20 September. The
events programme is accessible across the globe; film access is restricted to the UK but
with some variations
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Family film festival by Looking Glass Film Club

Jameel Art Centre presents a Family film festival by Looking Glass Film Club, a curated
selection of shorts to spark creativity and curiosity in kids this Summer. This event is under
Jaddaf Aloud Online, a virtual programme designed to celebrate homegrown creative
talent and provide opportunities for local audiences to engage and support through a
series of activations
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Qasr Al Hosn Virtual Tour

Qasr Al Hosn in Abu Dhabi has more than one story to tell, it is a place of many layers and
secrets awaiting to be discovered. Visitors can enjoy the 360 tours personally at any time
through the website or have the option of booking a guided tour where they can experience
the 360 tour with a cultural guide on key platforms like Zoom or Microsoft Teams.
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History at Home

Have you ever wanted to be an explorere An
archaeologist? An anthropologist? Or perhaps a
historian? Abu Dhabi department of Culture and
Tourism has launched History at Home, an
interactive edutainment website that explores
UAE's history. Youngsters aged 7-12 and teens
aged 13-15 years can learn about ancient
artefacts, play games, upload their ideas and win
big! Your next big adventure starts here.
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Bahrain National Forum for Intangible
Cultural Heritage

The Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities launches the second edition of the
National Forum for Intangible Cultural
Heritage this September from 21-23
September. This edition deals with a new set
of elements of Bahrain's intangible cultural
heritage, namely: the ardha, Arabic
calligraphy, traditional garments and Naseej
(textile weaving).
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redit: Bisila Noha by Te

BISILA NOHA: An exploration of history, heritage and identity through clay

Watch Bisila Noha's talk 'An exploration of history, heritage and identity through clay' as part of
Ceramics for Charity fundraising event to support Black Lives Matter charities and other
organisations working with Anti-Racism, Human Rights and dignity for alll.
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AWATE presents The Unearthed Odyssey

AWATE (a Saudi Arabia born UK based musician of Eritrean heritage) joined the British
Library in the summer of 2019 as Artist-in-Residence for their Unlocking Our Sound
Heritage project, delving through the treasure trove of artefacts in the sound archive to
weave together a genre-bending piece exploring the subject of diaspora. Listen to the
final piece here, and hear Awate discuss his sonic adventures with journalist Kieran Yates
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Fikra Book Club - The Social Photo: On Photography and Social Media

This month, Fikra Book Club will discuss “The Social Photo: On Photography and Social
Media”. "In The Social Photo, social theorist Nathan Jurgenson develops bold new ways of
understanding photography in the age of social media and the new kinds of images that
have emerged. Read the book and join the Zoom meet up to discuss! RSVP to join the
discussion
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PechaKucha night Oxford University Press Story Writing

. . Competition
As we navigate uncertain times, we are faced

with singular chances to transform — no matter The Oxford University Press Story Writing
how minute the change. Join a live Competitionisheld annually by the Emirates
PechaKucha on #AlserkalOnline as presenters Airline Festival of Literature for school and
from poetics and literature, science, university students. The inspiration for 2021 is
philosophy, and photography come togetherto Change the story. The deadline fo submit
discuss Metamorphosis and Transformation. your story is 04 November 2020.
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Somerset House Studios presents Assembly 2020

Somerset House Studios' series ASSEMBLY returns with the presentation of five newly
commissioned sound works developed during an artist residency at Somerset House Studios.
Composed in collaboration with resident spatial sound producers Call & Response, these five
original works see the artists explore new innovations within the fields of immersive listening;
compositions that, housed within an interactive three-dimensional environment, will invite
audiences to listen, visualise and navigate sound in new ways.
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Dedaf Rave

Online live streamed festival event on 26
September, featuring multiple d/Deaf artists
including celebrated UK hip-hop artist
Signkid. Deaf Rave is the brainchild of DJ
Troi Lee. Find out more in this inferview.
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Tusk Virtual Festival

Broadcasting from Newcastle Gateshead in
the North East of England, this year's Tusk
festival goes digitall Featuring 'adventurous'
music of all kinds from punk to experimental
electronic and alternative folk, Tusk presents
UK and international performances and film.
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Opera North - Walking Home: Sound Journeys from Lockdown

Featuring musicians Khyam Allami, Maya Youssef, Abel Selaocoe, Martin Green, Alice
Zawadski, a series of five sound journeys were composed and recorded during lockdown for
BBC Arts and Arts Council England’s Culture in Quarantine programme. Created specifically
to be listened to on headphones whilst walking, each piece has been made with a particular
place or time in mind, offering the listener a unique chance to renew their imaginative

connections with their environment.
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Marsm UK: Playlist #18 — Curated by Habibi Funk Marsm UK: Artist of the Month

Marsm's bi-weekly playlists fake on the musical Interview #3 - Felukah

history, trends and upcoming productions from the  Marsm UK Artist of the month
music scene in the Arabic-speaking countries. Each  interivew: Soliloquies of pride and
playlist focuses on a new theme, showcasing both  versatility: Felukah on finding her
underground and established artists — from the more  space and shaping her citadels.
dance-able to the most experimental - and
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Complete Works: Table Top Shakespeare: At Home by Forced Entertainment

Since 2015 Complete Works: Table Top Shakespeare has been performed in theatre spaces
across the world as well as being webcast to thousands of international viewers, however, while
COVID has shut down stages everywhere, the project finds an intimate new life by ‘coming
home’. Rather than a table set against the red drapes of a theatre, the objects find their starting
positions in the domestic settings of the six performers. Watch the short trailer here
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Clemency

Years of carrying out death row executions have
taken a toll on prison warden, Bernadine Williams.
The emotional wedge in her marriage grows.
Memories of a recently botched execution plague
her daily. As she prepares to execute another
inmate, Bernadine must confront the psychological
and emotional demons her job creates, ultimately
connecting her to the man she is sanctioned to Kill.
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Stand Up for Beirut by Arts Canteen

Arts Canteen is hosting a LIVE and online
fundraiser on Thursday, 17th September at
Vauxhall Comedy Club, with 9 great
comedians to help share laughter while
supporting people in Beirut. All proceeds
will go towards Impact Lebanon, a non-
profit, volunteer-led organisation
dedicated to providing disaster relief to
community organisations on the ground.
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Theatre & Dance

#FinboroughForFree initiative

As part of the Finborough Theatre's #FinboroughForFree initiative, the theatre will be
releasing a new play every month for as long as they can during their closure to watch online
for free. The first production is Death of a Hunter, presented as a tribute to German playwright
Rolf Hochhuth who died in May. Radical German playwright Rolf Hochhuth explores the final
hour in the life of Ernest Hemingway, examining the cult of celebrity, the trappings of fame
and “the ultimate futility with which we are all cursed and ‘blessed’”.
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GATE THEATRE: From Our Archive

Check Gate Theatre: From Our Archive presents 'Suzy Storck’, the debut UK production
of Jean-Pierre Baro, one of the most exciting new artists in French theatre, that dares
to ask the question: what happens when you don’t want children — and you already
have them?2 and The Unknown Island’, based on Nobel prize-winning novelist Jose
Saramago’s short story, The Tale of the Unknown Island, adapted for the stage by Ellen
McDougall and Clare Slafter.
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Stay safe and stay connected
through the arts!

#CultureConnectsUs
#StayatHome
H#laozs d8la3I
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