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1. About the Jerusalem Creative Spaces:

We are proud to launch the fourth round of the Jerusalem Creative Spaces residency
programme at our premises in Jerusalem, continuing our commitment to offering a
space for creativity for Palestinian artists, collectives, organisations, and the broader
community. This initiative began four years ago, when we opened the four
classrooms of the former teaching centre in our back office for the arts and has since
grown through three years of meaningful support and collaboration.

The British Council Jerusalem Creative Spaces recognises the increasing pressures
facing the Palestinian artistic and cultural sector in Jerusalem and beyond, which has
intensified in light of the ongoing war on Gaza. This initiative responds to the urgent
need for more creative spaces for Palestinian artists in the city as part of our broader
commitment to supporting the Palestinian cultural sector, aligned with our aim to help
protect Palestinian identity and heritage.

This year, alongside the residences in Jerusalem, we’re pleased to partner with the
Wonder Cabinet to expand our scope and offer one joint residency slot to be
conducted in the period of September - November 2025 in Bethlehem. In partnership
with Wonder Cabinet and internationally acclaimed Assemble Collective (UK), this
Bethlehem residency will support a Palestinian creative working at the intersection of
design, material, and community and will accompany the development of the
resident’s project in a unique mentorship and learning experience.

Through this open call, we aim to provide a space where creatives can connect,
create, and be supported as they develop their artistic practice alongside fellow
artists and nurture a community of practice. The residency also offers opportunities
to engage the wider community in Jerusalem, Palestine, the UK, and internationally.

We invite applications that present artistic/creative ideas/interventions/projects from
all art disciplines (music, film, literature, visual arts, performing arts, digital art,
design, crafts, research-based art...) that activate the British Council premises,
create meaningful artistic work as well as engage Palestinian communities in
Jerusalem and beyond through the arts. Applications must demonstrate a genuine
benefit to young creatives and wider audiences. We encourage submissions from or
that engage with young creatives (over 18 years of age). We also encourage people
with disabilities to apply.



2. Objectives:

e Support the production of new and engaging work by emerging Palestinian
creatives in Jerusalem.

e Share the creative process and/or the outcomes of the residency with the
public; engaging the Palestinian community in Jerusalem, across the
Occupied Palestinian Territories and broader community digitally.

e Activation of the British Council premises (for example but not limited to using
the back offices as artists’ studios for arts production, as meeting space, for
workshops, exhibitions, artists’ talks, lectures and other events in the main
building and garden).

e Nurture a community of practice among Palestinian artists, creatives and
culture practitioners through collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and sustained
engagement.

¢ Be alaunchpad for Palestinian creatives to build connections with UK cultural
sector.

3. Opportunity/grant:

The opportunity consists of 5 grants of up to 5,000 GBP across three residency slots
of three months each at the British Council premises in Jerusalem from July 2025 —
March 2026.

Slot 1 — July— September 2025

Slot 2 — October— December 2025

Slot 3 — January — March 2026

Slot 4 (@ Wonder Cabinet) September-November 2025

e Every individual, collective or organisation selected to manage a slot (3
months) in the space will receive a grant of £5,000 GBP to support their
activities.

e Applicants can apply for a maximum of 2 slots.

e The grant can be used to cover the payment of artists and coordinators,
production costs for artwork, creative activities/outputs, workshops,
communications, and essential materials.

e The grant cannot be used to cover significant equipment or accommodation
costs.



e The Jerusalem Creative Spaces are basically equipped with furniture, wifi,
access to a kitchen, bathrooms and a projector.

e The space might accommodate two projects/artists in residence
simultaneously.

*There is flexibility around the time slots. They can be revised if necessary.

Timeline:

e Call launches on 27 May 2025.

e Deadline to submit applications: 15 June at 23:59 (Jerusalem time)

e Online information session on 3 June at 4:30 pm Jerusalem. You will learn
more about the opportunity, how to apply, previous examples of successful
projects, and ask any questions. Please RSVP via
MENAartsgrants@britishcouncil.org by 2nd June if you are interested and you
will receive a joining link on 3 June.

e If you haven’t been to the Jerusalem Creative Spaces and would like to see
the space we offer before applying, you are welcome to visit on 5 June.
Contact us on MENAartsgrants@britishcouncil.org to schedule an
appointment.

¢ Announcement: week of 22-26 June.

e Activity: July 2025 - March 2026

4. Eligibility:

e Applications will be accepted from Palestinian artists, creatives, collectives
and arts and cultural organisations based in East Jerusalem or with access to
it.

e We are open to all art disciplines (music, film, literature, visual arts, performing
arts, digital art, architecture, design, fashion, crafts, research-based art...).

¢ In the case of organisational applicants, please note that this grant is
designed to engage and benefit local artists so only projects that directly
support and work with local artists are eligible to apply.

e The activity/project proposed doesn’t need to take place in its entirety at the
British Council, however it should demonstrate the engagement, use and
activation of the British Council Jerusalem premises throughout the whole
time of the residency for it to be considered as an eligible proposal.

e Previous residents/grantees are eligible to apply. We welcome new applicants
and ideas.
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e Applicants are encouraged to think through documentation, marketing and
communications and a digital output of the project when working on their
proposal to factor in time and budget for this from the beginning. This can
include but not limited to: photographing/filming activity, visual identity for the
project, short video/film of the project that is made accessible online, written
pieces (blogs, articles, interviews), zine, social media plan, Instagram/social
media page for the project, online event/s, podcast(s), or any other interesting
feasible ideas.

*An internal committee at the British Council will select the successful proposals
based on their response to the objectives of the call, the level of detail of the
application, quality and creativity of the proposal, relevance to the context and value
for money.

5. Qualifications and experience required

* An understanding of the cultural sector in East Jerusalem and experience of
working with artists, arts organisations and audiences. (Essential)

» Experience of designing and delivering arts projects in collaboration with local
artists and arts organisation partners in East Jerusalem or the Occupied Palestinian
Territories. (Essential)

6. How to apply:

If you wish to apply for a residency at the British Council premises in Jerusalem.
Fill in your application and submit it via the link here

*If you wish to apply for the joint residency at Wonder Cabinet in Bethlehem, fill
your application via this link here

If you have any question, please address them to:

MENAartsgrants@britishcouncil.org

7. IMPORTANT NOTES

* This call is open to Palestinian artists, organisations, groups and collectives whose
proposal respond to the scope of work and objectives of the call and who are based
in Jerusalem or have access to it. Permits will not be provided.

* Individual artists, groups, collectives and organisations (over 18) are eligible to
apply. We are open to all arts disciplines. If you are applying as a group of artists,
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please submit one application on behalf of the group with a named individual as lead
applicant.

* Proposed projects need to be completed within the timeframe provided: July 2025
to March 2026.

* All successful applicants will be responsible for the marketing and communications
of their project following British Council guidelines and will be asked to submit a
narrative, financial and engagement reports based on the templates provided by the
British Council point of contact as part of the grant requirements. Further guidance
will be provided to successful applicants.

« Equality, diversity and inclusion support the British Council's work across the world.
We aim to develop inclusive programmes and projects that bring together people
with different experiences and backgrounds. We focus on six areas of diversity: age,
disability, ethnicity/race, gender, religion/belief and sexual identity. Applicants from
different backgrounds are encouraged to apply. Our premises are accessible for
wheelchair users.

* The British Council is committed to upholding the rights of children and adults at
risk and to promoting their wellbeing, in accordance with all applicable legislation and
statutory guidance relevant to the safeguarding and protection of children and adults
at risk. We have a comprehensive Safeguarding Policy (and Procedures) which
identify our approach to safeguarding and the actions we take to protect children and
adults at risk.

* Target audience for activities planned in the premises should be over 18 years old.
If any activities planned outside the premises involve children, they must be hosted
by organisations with a child protection policy in place.

* All successful applicants will need to take safeguarding mandatory training, abide
by the British Council Safeguarding policy and Code of Conduct, and risk
assessments will have to be conducted prior to every activity/event.

* Please, make sure you have read and answered all the questions before submitting
the application.

*The text is provided below in Arabic
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