@@ BRITISH Stories from Teaching for Success
@@ COUNCIL

Date: 23 April 2020
Location: Hebron

Muna Tahboub is an Arabic
teacher from South Hebron
district who benefited from
Teaching for Success
programme. Muna heard about
the support and professional
development opportunities that
the British council provides for
English language teachers, so
she asked her colleague to
attend an induction meeting
held in October 2019 for local
supervisors from the Ministry of
Education. According to Muna,
she says “l attended an
induction meeting in September
2019 to learn more about the
blended approach of teacher
training. | was introduced some
digital tools used in teaching, so
| gave a workshop to my
teachers and trained them on ¢
how use Zoom for video conferencing. We started meeting and sharing resources and feedback on
different topics online. This online community proved to be very successful especially in the outbreak
of Covid19, and the lockdown imposed as a result. It prepared my teachers to better be able to deliver
classes with their students online.”
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Date: 26 February 2020
Location: Jericho

The British Council visited two schools in Jericho to evaluate the impact of Teaching for Success
teacher training programme. We were engaged in a fruitful discussion with school principals Waleed
Grouf and Nariman Balo, Jericho English supervisor Lana Muket, and English teachers Rasha Wahdan
from Omar Bin Alkhattab school, Iman Abu Kharbeesh and Salam Daraghma from Nwe'meh school for
boys. “I try to involve my students in activities so they can stay engaged. For example, we did a practical
lesson on how to make soap the other day”, Iman commented when asked about one skill she picked
up from the course. As for Rasha, we were impressed to see how she used puppets and recycled
boards in groups to compensate for the lack of resources in our school. "The practicality of this course
is what | find most interesting. It is easy to pull activities from the online content, try them out and reflect
on them given the support of my online moderator", said Rasha.
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Date: 17 February 2019
Location: Jerusalem Suburbs

The British Council visited two schools in Jerusalem’s suburbs to evaluate the impact of Teaching for
Success teacher training programme. We met Wala Eid, English teacher at Al Eizariya Secondary
School for Girls and observed the way she integrated 21st century skills into her teaching practice.
“| try to engage my students in discussions to get them to critically reflect on the overall meaning of
literary texts”, Wala commented when asked about one skill she picked up from the course.
British Council team and Ministry of Education’s Specialist Ms. Nafisa Ibrahim were also engaged in a
fruitful discussion with the school’s Principal Ibtihaj Hammad and English teacher Shuruq Jumaa from
Arab Aljahaleen Secondary School for Girls. "My students need extra support because they live in a
Bedouin community and lack support to continue their formal education. The course equipped me with
the skills | need to make them more motivated and attentive", said Shurug.
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Date: 10 February 2019

Location: Jerusalem Suburbs

Ahmad Mansour, Ramzi Rabi and Falastin Nasir are some of the teachers participating in our Teaching
for Success teacher training course this year. We met them, as well as their schools’ principals, Mr
Shadi Al Fagih and Faten Mansour, during our visit of Badiyet Al Quds and Beit Enan schools in
Jerusalem suburbs. It is their first digital experience, and we enjoyed discussing and observing the
ways in which the programme has helped them to improve the quality of their teaching. "I have noticed
how motivated their students are so | asked Ramzi and Ahmad to work with Arabic teachers on how to
use similar methods in their lessons", said Mr Shadi, principal of Beit Enan secondary boys' schools.
"My primary learners need extra support because they live in a Bedouin community and they are merely
dependent on what they receive during the class time, the course equipped me with the skills | need to
make my young learners more motivated and attentive", said Falastin from Badiyet Al Quds primary
school.
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Date: 7 April 2020

Location: Ramallah

Shirin Izrigat, an UNRWA education specialist said that her teachers feel more confident in their digital
skills following the programme. “Due to the closure imposed right now, | held my Teacher Activity Group
session using Zoom. This provided them with a platform to reflect and share ideas related to Inclusive
Teaching Practices, which was the last module in Teaching for Success programme”, Shirin said.
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Date: 8 January 2020

Location: Ramallah

British Council Palestine held a focus group meeting with all the MoE and UNRWA supervisors and
heads of supervisors, with the aim of engaging all stakeholders involved in Teaching for Success
programme. This meeting serves to get more information about the progress of the programme, and
discuss the challenges, opportunities and future plans for the next round in September 2020. “I am very
happy that my voice and reflections are heard as a local supervisor”, says Ghada Hamdan, a teacher
educator leading a group of 15 teachers from North West Bank areas. “We are the ones in the field and
we can relate to the problems facing teachers. | am pleased that we have a safe space to share our
observations and improve the quality of the course every year. This is what makes this programme
successful.”
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Date: 10 November 2019

Location: Ramallah

Ala’a Assi and Marwan Abduljaber are two of 700 English teachers participating in the British Council’s
Teaching for Success programme this year. They teach at Ramallah and Qalandia Boys’ schools. We
met them during their monthly Teacher Activity Group meeting, held in Ramallah and led by their local
UNRWA supervisor, Mr Ibrahim Al Dahleh. They discussed the various ways in which the course
enabled them to motivate their male students and engage them in the learning process. “Group and
pair work made all the difference. “I used to think that it would be very noisy to group my students but
then realized how it changes the dynamics of the lessons. Students are practicing the language and
the weaker ones become more confident”, said Marwan when we asked him about an activity that made
a difference in his classroom.
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Date: 5 November 2019

Location: Qalqilia

Samia Barham and Husni Al-Khawale are two of 700 Palestinian English teachers on our Teaching for
Success teacher training course this year. We met them today during our visit of Al Omareya Secondary
girls’ school and Kufr Al-Thulth boys’ school in Qalqilia. It is their first digital experience, and we enjoyed
discussing and observing the ways in which the programme has helped them to improve the quality of
their teaching.

Husni spoke about the challenges of teaching boys and engaging them. “Teaching boys is a challenge
in the Palestinian context because they don’t see the importance of learning English, and they are very
hyper. The motivation module helped me to use some really interesting strategies and techniques to
keep them focused and engaged throughout the lesson. | used the web activity which | have recently
learned and it was pretty amazing how it got everyone working.”

We also spoke to a group of 10" graders in Samia’s class. “Ms Samia is one of my favourite teachers.
Her classes are fun and easy to follow”, said one student. According to Ms Samia, she feared using
technology in her classes before. “Breaking my fear was the greatest accomplishment so far. | started
using the electronic white board with my learner, and | noticed how it saved me time and kept my girls
focused the entire time”, says Samia.
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Date: 8 October 2019

Location: Jenin

“l bought a laptop just for the course. | have a notebook where | write down all the strategies | learn.
I've tried a couple out and noticed how they made a difference in my classroom. It's my first online
learning experience and | couldn’t be happier.” Haleema Zyoud, English teacher, Ministry of Education
school, Jenin, West Bank.
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Data: 23.04.2021

Location: Jerusalem Suburbs
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‘I am more aware of ways on how to activate available technologies to achieve my goals during
classes”. Afaf has been involved in several British Council trainings in the past. In 2019 — 2020, she
completed the Foundations Teaching for Success course. After completing it with top marks, she was
given the opportunity to participate in a more advanced course. Afaf says she has changed her
approach to teaching and now uses more learner-centred activities. The programme also helped Afaf
adapt to online teaching.
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Data: 14-04-2021

Location: Qalqilia

“| feel happy to get to know new people, support them, motivate them and am proud of what we've
achieved together”. Nihaya, a supervisor with the Ministry of Education in Qalqilia, has trained teachers
through British Council programmes for over 15 years. She believes that each training is a new
opportunity to learn and to share with teachers. This year was the first year for training to be fully online.
Nihaya supervised a group of teachers that from different parts of the country, bringing them together
to form an online community of practice.
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