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Welcome to the fifth issue of the Virtual Arts Inside This Issue

Centre newsletter.

We continue to admire the great content Infroduction - 1

and inspiring initiatives coming our way and Ayman Safiah -2 & 3
are pleased to share this new list with you. Theatre & Dance - 4 & 5
This content is collated by British Council Music - 6

arts teams in the Middle East North Africa Film & Archives - 7
region and the UK, featuring interesting Multidisciplinary - 8
virtual events and opportunities from our Visual Arfs - 9

partners, and arts and cultural
organisations.

Architecture & Design — 10

Feel free to share this newsletter with your
contacts as appropriate and to send us
content from your or other organisations.

www.britishcouncil.org
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In Tribute to Ayman Safiah / 4da Y ¢la)
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We are honoured to dedicate this issue of our virtual arts centre newsletter at the British Council
to the memory of Ayman Safiah, sharing testimonies and condolences from some friends and
colleagues across various works and moments with his family and loved ones.

It was with great sorrow that we received the news about the departure of the beautiful being
and soul of Ayman, the artist, the dancer, and the person who broke so much stiffness in his
flexibility, built so much foundation with the fluidity of his posture, on and off stage. The cultural
sector and the dance scene in Palestine and in the whole world lost a great talent, and a
collaborative force with fire that put light and power into the work it created. Ayman’'s legacy
will outlive many generations, and we as an organization are thankful to those who have shared
their memories of Ayman and moments of his beautiful work.

Dear Ayman, thank you for all you shared, all what you gently fought for, all the strength, all the
creation, and all the beauty. Rest in peace, dancing, always.
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What | know for sure, is that Ayman knew the importance of being honest to himself. His
show “Between Two worlds” presented the theme of self-acceptance and challenged the
societal norms, even if the theme and the movement shocked the audience, the message
had to be out. Perhaps this is why | felt so close to Ayman, for in life as at work | feel the same
way. Sometimes it is important to shock, to shake and to challenge in order to create
change. Even if you lose some people who were on your side you might gain hundred
others who were thirsty for your message, and for someone to take the lead.

Ashtar Muallem - Franco Palestinian Dancer and friend of Ayham

To read Ashtar’s tribute in full go to the British Council Palestine website
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Watch Ashirah Darwish's Tribute to Ayman - part of the French Institute of Jerusalem -
Chateaubriand’s Epidemic Diaries initiative
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We remember Ayman as a wonderful dancer, who performed in the Badke ensemble at the
Southbank Centre at Shubbak 2015. This was an emotional performance for the ensemble as
it was the last show of the original cast who had created this show. We remember his
electrifying presence and are deeply saddened by his fragic death.

Eckhard Thiemann - Artistic Director / CEO - Shubbak

Watch a short excerpt of Badke here
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Watch Between Two Worlds - a video tribute to Ayman Al Aml Organisation of
Contemporary Dance - Nazareth
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=iZ9W9N2u2RE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3wZMdAp8A_CvTTT1u6ZfqDbjUXZxr0pv7q-Y4UhNz-_C4sQz2oQhGPQuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=iZ9W9N2u2RE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3wZMdAp8A_CvTTT1u6ZfqDbjUXZxr0pv7q-Y4UhNz-_C4sQz2oQhGPQuY
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutFrancaisdeJerusalemChateaubriand/videos/534733847198333/
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutFrancaisdeJerusalemChateaubriand/videos/534733847198333/
https://www.britishcouncil.ps/en/tribute-ayman-safiah
https://www.britishcouncil.ps/en/tribute-ayman-safiah
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMmjr8deHis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMmjr8deHis
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Mawgat: Audio/radio Drama Festival

Don't miss Mawgat — the first international audio/radio drama festival in Egypt. The project is
a collaboration between Orient Productions, Studio Emad Eddin and International Arts
Partnership (IAP) London, with support from the European Union (EU) and British Council.
Check their Facebook page for more details!
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A monster calls - Bristol Arts Channel

The Bristol Old Vic have just launched their
new "At Home" series. The programme will
include streamed performances, live and
archived, interactive events, carnivalesque
experiments, online galleries and mini-
festivals, all curated by Bristol's cultural
organisations to give you the pleasure and
thrill of going out from the comfort of your own
home. This week enjoys an awesome
performance of “A Monster Calls" - check out
the website for more details.
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A monster calls

Poems of the Salty City

From their archives, Rezodanse are
broadcasting via YouTube! Live, the
performance “Poems of the Salty City".
The performance is a site-specific
creatfion that was choreographed by
Mohamed Fouad, with the participants of
Silslah Dance Programme in its third
edition (2016-2017) and was presented in
the framework of Nassim El Rags 2017. The
performance will be live on Tuesday, 9
June af 10:00 pm
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The show - ya_sd
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https://bristololdvic.org.uk/at-home/bristol-arts-channel
https://youtu.be/ioniB4cLl0k
https://youtu.be/ioniB4cLl0k
https://youtu.be/ioniB4cLl0k
https://www.facebook.com/events/2981282505312544/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2981282505312544/
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More Theatre & Dance

Paines Plough: COME TO WHERE | AM:

Missing the theatre in lockdown¢ Check out COME TO WHERE | AM - a digital project conceived
by Paines Plough in response to the closure of theatres during COVID-19. In partnership with
theatres across the UK, they have already commissioned 30+ new short plays from writers
about the places they call home and their relationship to home at this time. These will be
shared as visual-audio pieces and then performed at partner venues when they reopen.
Check their website for more details
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Come to where |l am

Graeae Theatre's Reasons to be Cheerful: Graeae is a force for change in world-class
theatre, boldly placing D/deaf and disabled actors centre stage and challenging
preconceptions. Until August 3rd you can check out their smash-hit musical REASONS TO BE
CHEERFUL from your front room. Don't miss it!
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https://graeae.org/reasons-to-be-cheerful-available-to-watch-online/
https://graeae.org/reasons-to-be-cheerful-available-to-watch-online/
https://painesplough.com/play/come-where-i-am
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Selector Radio from the British Council

We are happy to present to you the British Council's Selector Radio. Every Friday, Jamz Supernova presents the
best in new UK music via our website. You can also follow Selector Radio on Mixcloud so that each new episode
arrives in your inbox as soon as it goes live.
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Selector Radio.

Marsm’s Digital Programme:

Marsm - UK based promoters of Arabic music - have just launched a new digital platform which
will develop over the coming months with artist Q&A, podcasts, playlists and more. Monday
nights with Marsm mean free music films, and their launch screening, Cairo Jazzman, is available
online for another week. Check their Facebook page for updates!
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Marsm — awi

Ulfa
Check out Ulfa - an amazing lockdown collaboration between legendary musicians Ryuichi
Sakamoto and Khyam Allami
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Film and Archives

"Check out the fantastical Maskoon
Film Festival's online edition. Running
from 4 - 17 June, the festival hosts a
selection of Arab and International
films that address the desire for a
better future filled with hope, love,

folerance, culture and diversity. Palestine Film Institute's Film of the

Week:
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Maskoon Film Festival
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Multidisciplinary

AFAC - Artist Support Grant

Our friends at AFAC have launched the Artfist
Support Grant, in solidarity with independent
artists in confinement and challenging
contexts across the Arab region,
exacerbated by the current health crisis. The
Artist Support Grant aims to extend aid to
affected independent artists from and
residing in the Arab region, with a one-time
$3000 grant per artist, to cover a period of 3

to 6 months.
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3l - AFAC

Conolia Festival:

Looking for some family friendly fun? Why not
check out events and activities of the
Conolia festival - an initiative of Fanni

Ragham Anni - now available for all via the
festival website.
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Mosaic Rooms - Future Thread Online
Programme
The wonderful Mosaic Rooms have just
announced Future Threads - a digital
programme featuring artists, curators and
thinkers from the Arab world and beyond
who engage with social transformations and
future concepts. Check out their website for
more details on their exciting programme
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Sonica Talks and Cryptic Conversations:

Check out this insightful selection of panel
discussions on art & environment, man &
technology and science as art from Sonica
Glasgow 2019, plus more podcasts published
every Wednesday on Soundcloud & Spotify.
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Sonica and Cyptic
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https://mosaicrooms.org/future-threads-programme/
http://conoliafestival.com/
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https://soundcloud.com/crypticglasgow
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Visual Arts

Louvre Abu Dhabi - WE ARE NOT ALONE

Louvre Abu Dhabi invite you to "We Are Not Alone" - a futuristic audio and visual
experience, by SOUNDWALK COLLECTIVE. This sound creation takes us to a time where super
intelligence and interstellar tfravel is the norm. Interpreted by Willem Dafoe in English,
Charlotte Gainsbourg in English and French and Hussain Al Jassmi in Arabic, one is invited
to discover the Louvre Abu Dhabi and its surroundings to understand history, its impact and
meaning in a post-human galaxy, while questioning free will, human nature and destiny.
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Young Shubbak's Bayti Baytak Digital Commissions
Check out three virtual collaborations supported through Young Shubbak's Bayti Baytek (My
Home Is Your Home) initiative. Artists from the MENA region have produced beautiful short
digital works that take inspiration from the spaces within a home and explore the possibilities
and restraints of digital spaces.
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https://www.shubbak.co.uk/bayti-baytek/
https://www.louvreabudhabi.ae/en/Whats-Online/we-are-not-alone
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Architecture, Design and
Fashion

Modual: Open Futures Online Course - UAL & British Council

Calling all creatives around the world to APPLY to participate in
@modual_workshop happening 13th - 24th July 2020 online, globally! We
proud to partner with @unioftheartslondon for this year’'s Modual: Open
Futures workshop which is open to extern participants for the first time. Over
two weeks participants will imagine, develop and pitch creative projects for
positive change, focussing on the climate emergency and a post-COVID
world. Participating in the Modual: Open Futures workshop is FREE, however,
there is an application process and places are limited. Deadline for

applications is 1st of July 2020
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Modual
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Stay at home and stay connected
through the arts!

#CultureConnectsUs
#StayatHome
Hlaoms 43234
Hewdb_clds
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